Relation of hemodynamic variables to augmentation of left anterior descending coronary flow by intraaortic balloon pulsation in coronary artery disease.
Recent studies suggest prophylactic intraaortic balloon-pulsation (IABP) in patients undergoing coronary reperfusion therapy. However, variable effects of IABP on coronary blood flow are reported. It is suggested that augmentation of coronary flow is more effective in patients with a compromised hemodynamic status, which might have potential relevance in selecting IABP treatment in patients undergoing reperfusion therapy.